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policy seemed anti-English and pro-Russian. Thus began the rapprochement between Berlin and St Petersburg that eventually conduced to the successes of 1866 and 1870. At this time the grouping of the European Powers was as follows : England had joined herself to France by definite treaties for a specific purpose. With Sardinia she had a good understanding since the Italian rising against Austria in 1849. In 1853, Austria had become England's ally, but was already negotiating a defensive alliance with Prussia,
In the summer of 1853 the Austro-English entente showed itself in the arrangement for a conference at Vienna. The outcome of this, it was hoped, might be some expedient for saving the honour and satisfying the reasonable demands of Turk and Czar. To that end, on 3Oth June 1853, France contributed a draft Note for acceptance both at Constantinople and at St Petersburg. At the beginning of July England came forward with a draft treaty. The Powers assembled at Vienna were asked to make their choice between the two documents. Austria and Prussia expressed their preference for the Note; this, therefore, with a few alterations, was sent simultaneously to the Porte and to the Czar. The Czar promptly accepted it. The Sultan's refusal in fact though not in form was due to the British ambassador at Constantinople, who had already devised a plan of his own for arranging the business ; Stratford Canning indeed had by this time not only drawn up an alternative Note of his own ; he had secured its favourable reception by the four European Powers as well as by Turkey herself. The messenger who brought the Vienna Note from the Austrian to the Turkish capital
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